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anf Open S.F. Meet 
ning : , 
pol- President of National Group Points 
't?) J Out Need of Work to Meet Growth 
(MM) By BILL STOKES Oakland Tribune 
Yale City and regional planning is becoming an increasingly 


956. 






potent force in American life because there is no other 
way to meet growing complexities brought on by explo- 
sive population growth and technological advancements. 

hat statement came teday from Park H. Martin of 
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American Society of Planning Officials Opens Convention 


Fight for Ideas, 
Planners Told Here 


as San Francisco Chronicle 


Americans are caught up in a conservative trend 
which has obscured the necessity of thinking for our- 
selves, President Harold Taylor of Sarah Lawrence 
College told the planners’ convention here yesterday. 
¥: “Come out and fight,” he 
urged about 
teachers 





1500 officials, 
and businessmen 
who belong to the American 
Society of Planning Officials 
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APRIL 1957 


| Warning to Planners 


San Francisco Chronicle 


‘Multiple Districts 
Multiply Problems’ 


| By James Benet 


| How to govern furiously 


| growing metropolitan areas 
|— like the Bay Area — so 
as best to meet their com- 
plex needs is a riddle that 
kept forcing its way to the 
front at the planners’ con- 
vention here yesterday. 
The day's principal speak- 
e., Professor William A. Rob- 
son, an authority on metro- 
politan government whose 
reputation is world-wide, told 
the planners they are wrong 
when they try to meet prob- 
lems bigger than a single city 
or county with the tempting 
device of a metropolitan “dis- 
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Area-Wide Setup Is| FOR CITY REGIONS 
Way to Solve Mutual| : sik ae 
Woes, Briton Tells cn ten ig 
Planning Officials Over-Ail Officials 


By KURT ROHDE 
Of The Journal Staff 
San Francisco, Calif. — Cities 
and their suburbs were urged 
Tuesday to shed their animosity’ — 
and form “regional governments”. 


By LAWRENCE E. 


DAVIES 

The New York ‘lines. j 
SAN FRANCISCO, March 19 
British planning expert st 









sted today two-lier govern-; 
to avoid perishing together. monts for metropolitan areas} 
That answer to the problem of ji)-. Now York. 
urban sprawl was presented by Prof. William A. Robson of 
Dr. William A. Robson, professor {he London School of Econoi 
of administration at the London Science said th ‘hel 
School of Economics. He current- 


ities and 1 





ly is lecturing at the University 
of California at Berkeley. 

He said: “The real problem is 
the problem of projecting local 
self-government ... onto a greater 





plane. Above everything else, it 


SILLOUIS FOST-DISPATCI: 
















- “Creative thinking and 
)lan- Pittsburgh, Pa, president of - Imagination in politics and so- 
P| the American Society of cial issues, coupled with a 
tead, anners Planning Officials (ASPO), wo cppccny lla ose seal 
as a record number of more egdhnar-=gedlatey ic 
rail- H Id ‘S| than 1,500 planners, public offi- = _— = — s0- 
ae cials and citizen representatives cieties and whole civiliza- 
pe ¢) ave began their annual National tions,” he said 
- Planning Conference in San Taylor addressed the for- 
To 1 ’ ! a 
rancisco. mal opening of the conven- 
tion. Market Martin, executive director of tion at the Curran Theater. 
ional Pittsburgh’s famed Allegheny Mayor George Christopher 
The traditional “slave market” Conference on Community De- and Roger D. Lapham Jr 
to be that pre Sage velopment, cited the record at- president of the San Francis- 
rt ms opens bas iii si tendance as an indication and of co City Planning Commis 
o 8 * ore Socie Be abc increasing acceptance of plan- HAROLD TAYLOR sion, welcomed the group to 
Ss of ning Officials yesterday was ning the city 
more of a “seller's market.” » 
° + MAYOR'S VIEW 
esign Officials of citi across the ' + | R | t 
country spoke long and = oe u ura evo u lon Mayor Christopher declared 
napa age % Examiner) political leaders must “cast 
ingly of some 200 planning jobs| political discretion to the 
open in their communities, but 'D Dp T sid winds” in aiding the planners. 
lation the smaller group of prospec- ue, anners \e) who deserve and need he!p 
City tive employees listened warily | It is this attitude, he said. 
and made few immediate com- America’s top community,atism, caution and con-| that has gotten under way 
” ments planners were told yesterday formism. | here the redevelopment of 
“1 va ;jthat they are sitting on the) ‘Taylor tabbed conservatism,| {he old produce market area 
ntral t adc . ered - brink of @ cultural revolution)caution and a blind, unimagin-| ajter the plan had Jain nez- 
. plan tee and workers [2nd that they should play alative desire to conform as the} jecteg for 40 vears 
P e from their |Major role in carrying it to *|prevaili ng characteristics of! 
that was conducted in |Successful conclusion. Approx- 
most aton-Palace ballroom, |imately 1,500 delegates to ~ 
5 1957 national conference o 
{ oe MARKET ARRANGEMENT the American Society of Plan-| S 5 
on Employers sat behind tables |ning Officials received | 
poe ringed the room. Potential |this admonition—and their as- 
ployees milied in the center. | signment for the impending] | e e 
occasionally approaching on k 
the ca 10 check apr te into |revolution—in a keynote con- 
L SER- job possibilities : ) | ~er-g address by Dr. Harold ecen a 
— '!Tavior. 42 vear old president) 
anning 3 Monday, March 18, 1957 San Jose Evening News 
i Add 
. e | | ‘y 
Urban Blight, Metropolitan Areas iuea 
he Planners 
ourse, 
e- © QOWIN DeTore Fianner Ga ering | By PRANCIS B. O'GANAL 
quired .siam Zeckendorf of New 
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SAN FRANCISCO — Two| 


Problems vexing the San Jose | knowledge of the operations of 
blight 


Dr. Robson has first handjof the Urban Renewal » } 


Other matters occupying the} 


and metropolitan|the oldest existing “borough| attention of the planners during | 

expansion, are causing concern | system” of government — the/their three-day stay here in-| 

irs and throughout the country, it ap-|London County Council. clude preparations for the 1960 
Peared today as the National Santa Clara County's own| population census; the need for 

> State Planning Conference of the/planning director, Karl J. Bel-|church planning in conta! 
89 pp American Society of Planning|ser, also will participate in a|communities; outdoor advertis- | 





More 
from 





Officers opened here 


than 1 


throughout 


500 planners 
the United 


panel discussion on the same 
subject, 
County.” 


ing and its role in community | 
planning, and the role of the| 
railroads in the current explo- 


“Urbanism and the 





vert, a spectacular figure of 
the real estate world, yester- 
day deplored urban de-central- 
ization as one of the great 
evils of the age and urged 
America’s top community 
planners to concentrate their 
efforts on “a rejuvenatiun and 
renaissance” for central core 
cities like San Francisco. 


will demand political leadership.” 


BUILDERSAYS. 
GES SHOULD 
ANNEX SUBURBS 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 21 
(AP)—A city should have power 
to annex its suburbs without | 

‘neir consent, William Zecken- | 
dorf said yesterday. 

he “free-loading, carpet-| 
bagging suburbanites aren't en- 
titled to any voice in the deci- | 
sion,” said the president of 
|Webb and Knapp, Inc.. ew | 
| York, and a big operator in 
urban development. He ence | 
| his views at a press conference 
before addressing the American | 
Society of Planning Officials. 














William Zeckendorf 








Highway Building Tax Support Hel 


Effects Weighed Vital to Transit 


A real estate expert and *) 


cia eto ont | PLANNER DEGRIES 
‘U.S. HIGHWAY AGT 


effect the federal highway build-} 
ing program will have on the! 
future of Amer 
M. |. T. Professor Renta Law 
Forces Engineers to Act 
Outside Their Fields 


ica 
session of 
of Plan- 


Speaking before a 
the American Society 
ning Officials in San Francisco} 
were Grady Clay, real estate} 
the Louisville Courier- 
and Dr. John T. How-! 
professor of city! 
the Massachusetts 
Technology. 
pr arily 
concert vith what Slay 
called “single-minded highway-! ; 


men whose sole aim is to get 


editor of 
Journal, 
ard, associate 
Planning at 
Institute of 


Both 


Special to The New York Times. 

SAN FRANCISCO, March 20 
—A city planner cast himself in 
the role of prophet today to be- 
moan some of the results pre- 
dicted for the Federal Highway 


were 


Evening World-Herald 


There can be no real improve- 
ment in rail mass transit facil- 
ities for metropolitan areas ex- 
cept through public tax support 

That opinion, indirectly sup- 
porting the proposed Bay Area 
rapid transit system, came last 
night from two railroad author- 
ities — B. F. Biaggini, a South- 
ern Pacific vice president, and 
Lawrence T. Mayher, vice pres- 
ident of the Cleveland manage- 
ment consultant firm of Heller 
and Associates 

The two spoke before a night 
meeting of the American Soci- 
ety of Planning Officials, whose 
four-day National 
Conference continued today i in 


{Thomas M. Sullivan, chief of the 
aviation planning division of the 
New York Port Authority, as he 
discussed the capacity of air- 
ports and the advent of larger 
planes which will require large 
operating areas 

“The number of large cities 
served by more than one airport 
is constantly increasing,” Sul- 
livan said. “Prominent among 
them are New York, Los An- 
geles and Chicago. Washington 
bursting at the seams, is deep 
in the problem of finding a site 
for a second major commercial! 
airport. Undoubtedly, other cit 





Planning} 


ies will feel the need as air traf 
| fie continu nues sto ) grow 


| 
| 


qd Pros and Cons of Billboards 


Argued Before Convention 


Journal Staff Correspondence 

San Francisco, Calif.—A friend 
and a foe of billboards disagreed 
Monday on whether Americans! 
wanted to read roadside adver-| 
tisements for beer or gasoline or 
anything else when they drove on 
the coming interstate superhigh- 
way system 


Heliport 
Locations 
Debated 


“A fabulously large mar- 
ket . . .is crying for the heli- 
copter,” local helicopter op- 
erator James 


; are 


S. Ricklefs | 


| Segregation 
‘Challenge’ 
To Church 


Church problems in con- 
nection with city planning 
“sad evidence of the 
church's failure in the past 
to discharge adequately its 
responsibility as the moral 
conscience of the people,” 
a planners’ meeting was 
told here yesterday. 


roads built as cheaply and ef- 
ficiently as possible—regardless | 


‘Planner: Roads 


San Francisco, Cal. (4i— 
A city planning expert pre- 
dicted Wednesday that 


ommunity Planning Called 


“Industry is just as interested 


of what they do to landscape 
and townscape | 
Both men expressed de 
fern cver the studied unc 
of highw 
mpile 


a :’ s Community 


SCO. Ma 


He argued that the purpose 
of an yy was not “the 
carrying of traffic but to 


all - important 
highway design 


Ie the 


ep con-| aspects 


oncern| ; 


eget SAN FRANCI 
them out—.:AP 
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in pleasant neighborhoods 
commu that will attract a stable la 
CHIEF T ones that 
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schools which will hold a la 
ber force 
er 
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ee New ‘Stop Sien’ Law 
Protects Farms From are 


Can Ruin Cities 


“does not recognize these 


sheenre af metrn. 


Lure to Mow Industry 3 d 


market di 


rial supply 
a 


Sees Shift 
In Catholie 
School Use 


eer ety NEWS 

— (pe 

aan oul et hree Catho 

] children of clementary 

school age probably will be en 

rolied in public schools 

from now, a Catholic 
predicted here. 

The present desperate ex 

pansion of the parochial schoo 


on... Oakland Tribune, building cannot possibly keep 


ROCKING CHAIR NO PLACE 
FOR AGED, EXPERT WARNS 


A state 


told the planners’ conven- 
tion here yesterday 

“But there will be many 
problems,” he added, “and 


perhaps the biggest pi roblem ! 


of 


is the ane Tom anine 


vears 
sociologist 


ling 





official has charac- 
terized the rocking chair as 
“civilization’s most insidious 
invention.” 


toward the aging—the older 
person of today is quite a 
different person from the older 
person of some 50 years ago.” 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 23 
—The California farmer has put 
up “Stop” signs against the sub- 
divider’s bulldozer. He has 
started what may turn into a 
new kind of revolt against the 
encroachment of the big city. 


At the farmers’ instiga- 
tion, California has he- 
come the first State in the 
Union to adopt a new 
kind of law to prevent 
cities from annexing 
farmlands. 

This law provides a 
sort of “exclusive zone” 
for farmers. It says 
the Cities: “No annexa- 


address the San Francisco mt 
ican Society of Planning ( 
story on the meeting is on 
account of his address is on 


nia’s_ b 
creasing 


Population Soars 
In Santa Clara County, a rich 


farming 


The A 
Officials, who are meeting hete 
week, should find among San fF 
ciscans the keenest audience they 
hit. 


San Francisco News 


Oy 


‘THIS FAR—AND NO FARTHER’ 


By GRADY CLAY down the gobbling 


Courier-Journal Real Estate Editor lands by annexation 


Mr. Clay was in Calito 


the d 
cuttir SAN FRANCISCO, March 23 
on { —What's wrong with the 
Santa new American single 


» 
proce hou ise? 
area about 50 miles manvs 


Action Wanted 


asic population is in- 


with great rapidity. Cost! 


installations are criticized as speakers propose 


more duplexes, row houses and apartments and 


CIVIC RENAISSANCE? 


ip of farm- 


Speaking before an Ameri- 
can Society of Planning Offi- 
cials session sate yesterday, 


He urged the planners to 
turn their attention toward 
providing recreational facili- 


Planners Find Little To Recommend 
Single-Family-House Developments 


area, isolation of daily life, and 
the difficulty of finding labor 
for industry and commerce.” 


‘Good Life, But wee 


y maintenance and expensive utility 


af af family antivitin 


the rane 


by Julian H. Levi, executive 
rector of the South East Chi 





merican Society of Planning restored to some privileg 


BACK TO GT} 
MOVE SEEN 


By TIM ADAMS 
Suburbs of all major popu 
lation centers—including San 
Francisco—mav soon become 


the Amer 


ning Offici 


aay: | 


Renewal Seen as' 
Cities New Hope 


cago Commission, which ha 
won nationwide fame for its 
urban renewal efforts in Chi) 
|cago neighborhoods 

In a sometimes caustic exam- 
ination of urban renewal active) 
Ities to date, Levi said three con-| 
clusions have emerged: | 
primarily} “l—Public money and public 
amouuts of|power can easily be wasted @ 
which urban renewal programs if 


these programs are not suffi- 
ciently stimulating ad 


tharauah tn anennrece nvinetel 


y BILL STOKES 
the|renaissance “stems 

tifrom the large 
cleared land will inevi- 
tably result as the urban re- 


jnewal program matures.” 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 





Conference. 







People are telling us about the San Francisco 
The staff is grateful, because the staff 
never gets to the sessions! People are telling us 
it was @ great success. And we believe them, not 
only because they've taken the trouble to say it in 
San Francisco and to write us special letters, but 
also because of a few important facts we do know 
about. 

The program participants did an outstanding 
job, judging from the overwhelming number of requests 
for copies of speeches. (They will be available in 


Planning 1957, which will be published this summer.) 


The entertainment arranged by the San Francisco 
Conference Committee was enjoyed to the utmost -- a 
wine-tasting reception; a cocktail-buffet party; an 
extremely clever skit (announced in the program as 
a regular session on public hearing practices and 
procedures); a varied program of local atmosphere 
and entertainment for the wives of delegates; and 
a 125-mile field trip around San Francisco and the 
Bay Area (shortly after which several planning jobs 
in the area were filled!). 

The scenic and gastronomic delights of San 
Francisco won it a landslide of votes as the most 
exciting conference city. 

The newsworthiness of the conference subject 
matter and speakers brought 35 reporters to cover 
the sessions (25 of them representing out-of-town 
papers and national magazines) and excellent press 
coverage throughout the country (a small sample of 
which is shown). 

The more than 100 publications in planning and 

elated fields on exhibit, and also the exhibits of 
new techniques in mapping and aerial surveys, the 
model heliport and the model airport with approach 
zones, drew great interest. 

The job market session was phenomenal! 
the April 15th issue of JOBS IN PLANNING.) 

Twenty-nine colleges and universities were 
represented by 105 students and faculty members. 

Attendance was the largest ever -- including 
over 450 from California, and about 1000 from 40 
states, Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico, a large 
delegation from Canada and planners from England, 
Japan, Netherlands, and Iran. 

Attendance by wives of delegates was the largest 
to date -- 197. 

An unusually large number of plaming commission 
members attended (over 170). Also unusual was the 
number of municipal and county officials (82) which 
includeé the mayors of Cleveland and Columbus, Ohio, 
Salt Lake City and Provo, Utah, in uddition to San 
Francisco's Mayor Christopher, as well as several 
city managers, members of city councils, and members 
of county boards of supervisors. 

There was oly one real flaw. We goofed -- the 
earthquake hit a day later than we had planned it. 
Our apologies to those who had to leave immediately 
after the field trip. 

If you attended the Conference, we hope it was 
& stimlating and satisfying meeting for you. If 
you missed out on San Francisco, we hope you will 
be in Washington D. C. next year: May 18-22, 1958, 
at the Hotel Statler. 


(See 


April 1957 


Hugh Pomeroy presents ASPO Award to Benjamin Kizer 
(see citation below). At right, Henry Sullivan, 
newly elected president of ASPO. 
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Hy | if paying this tribute to Benjamin Kizer, we are honored to 
orth: 























recognize a planning commissioner extraordinary in the Pacific 
west and a citizen of the world 272 rea er eared 
fhe strength and acceptance of punning in the United States 

tests on the faith andl the hone of Gee ctoons meer y+ 
ing the carty and middle years of the planning movement. Benjamin 
Kizer began his sixteen-year term as President of the Gity 
| Plan Commission in 1928. He has served long terms as Chairman of 
the Washington State Planning Council and as Chairman of the Pacific 
Northvest Regional Planning Commission. His activities extended 
to national ape “sary see he served successively as a Director, 
Vice- President and President of the American Society of Planning 
Officials between 1936 and 1940. 


: Kizer's interests have meee far beyond Law his profession, 
SJ and planning, into international affairs. He has been Chairman 

0 Affairs Council of Inland Empire, Trustee of the American In- 
stitute of Pacific Relations, and Director of the China Office of UNRRA. 

e American Society of Planning Officials, at its annual con- 
ference held in San Francisco on March 17-21,1957, is grateful 

or this opportunity to demonstrate its recognition ofa debt to a com- 
missioner whose influence on planning in the Pacific Northwest is 
| without parallel. We our debt to Benjamin Kizer; we can. 
never hope to repay more than a small part of it: cases 
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NEW ASPO OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 


Presicent- 






































Henry J. Sullivan, member of the Detroit Met- 
ropolitan Area Regional Planning Commission, assist- 
ant to the president of Detroit Edison Company and 
formerly a director and vice-president of ASPO, is 
the Society's new president. Paul E. Middleton, 
director of the Planning and Engineering Branch, 
Urban Renewal Administration, HHFA, was named vice- 
president. New members of the Board of Directors are: 

John C. Houlihan, member, Oakland City Planning 
Commission; Elmer Krieger, executive secretary, 
Milwaukee Board of Public Land Commissioners; Kline 
L. Roberts, vice-president, Franklin County, Ohio, 
Regional Planning Commission; Harold S. Shefelman, 
member, Seattle City Planning Commission; Howell H. 
Watson, chairman, Dallas City Plan Commission. 






SCHOOL NEWS 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology announces 
its nineteenth annual two-week special summer pro- 
gram in city and regional planning, July 22 - August 
2. The program combines intensive review of the 
administrative and technical aspects of city and 
regional planning with special sessions on utili- 
ties and real estate development. Enrollment is 
limited to approximately 25. Tuition is $175.00. 
For further information write: Roland B. Greeley, 
associate professor, School of Architecture and 
Planning, MIT, Cambridge 39. 


The Town Planning Institute's town and country 
summer school will be held at Oxford, England Sept- 
tember 2 to 7 and will be followed September 7 to 11 
by & program to enable those interested in planning 
overseas to meet for discussion of special problems. 

Topics provisionally announced for the summer 
school include: Broad Technological Changes and 
Their Impact on the Use of Land; Slum Clearance 
and Redevelopment from the Design and Economic Point 
of View; Planning Problems of Rural Areas; the Ge- 
ographer Looks at Planning; Development Control; and 
Design of Private Enterprise Housing Development. 

The following subjects have been slated for 
the overseas program: Planning Standards Overseas; 
Urbanization Problems and Policies; Influence of 
Climatology on Planning; Design for Roads; Train- 
ing of Planners; and Densities in Housing Areas. 

Applications are due no later than May 14. 
Further information may be obtained by writing the 
summer school secretary, Alfred R. Potter, 13 Ashley 
Place, London, S.W. 1, England. 


The Coro Foundation of San Francisco is offer- 
ing 12 scholarships in its public affairs internship 
program for 1957. This year the scholarship sti- 
pends have been increased to $1,500, $1,650, or 
$2,000. Applications are requested for April. Ap- 
plication forms and further information may be ob- 
tained from the Foundation, Pacific Building, 821 
Market Street, San Francisco 3. 


CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 


The 1957 National Citizens Planning Conference 
of the American Planning and Civic Association will 
be held at Little Rock, Arkansas June 9 through 12. 
Theme of the conference is "Main Street 1969." Dele- 
gates will explore the impact of new shopping center 
concepts, the interregional highway system, and 
tourist, industry, and regional river valley de- 
velopment on the main streets of America. Victor 
Gruen and William Zeckendorf are featured speakers. 


The International Institute of Administrative 
Sciences will hold round-table sessions at Opatija, 
Yugoslavia June 19-25. Subjects will include "Del- 
egation of Authority and Decentralization of Oper- 
ations," "Automation in the Public Service," and 
"Promotion and Compensation of Higher Civil Servants." 
Robert J. Matteson, executive director of the American 
Society for Public Administration, 6042 Kimbark 
Avenue, Chicago 37, has detailed information. 


36 





ARCHITECTURE - - LOOK-ALIKE? 


Advocates of architectural controls are faced 
with more than one controversy -- whether architec- 
ture is a subject for public control in the first 
place, and if so, whether architecture should be 
regulated to look alike or dissimilar. 

The March PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Informatia 
Report (No. 96), New Developments in Architectural 
Control, takes up such questions as who shall judge 
what is architecturally pleasing, what standards 
can be established for architectural boards of 
review in deciding what is acceptable, and whether 
individual taste can be compromised satisfactorily 
with "general acceptability." The report review 
recent architectural control ordinancés, as well as 
recent court decisions on architectural controls 
and aesthetics, bringing up to date a 1949 PLANNIN 
ADVISORY SERVICE report on the same subject. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Reports 
are issued to subscribers to the Service. Only 
those reports issued in 1949, 1950 and 1951 are 
available to non-subscribers. Write ASPO for prices, 








PLANNING ARTICLES 


"Recreation Aspects of Urban Renewal," by Ling 
D. Albert. The American Recreatio Society Bulletin, 
February 1957; p. 4. American Recreation Society, 
1129 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 





"Location Aspects of Economic Development," ty 
John R. P. Friedmann. Land Economics, August 1956; 
p. 213. Land Economics, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Wisconsin. 





"Implications of the Adoption of Commercial Jé 
Aircraft." 
Pp. 147-179. Transportation Center, Northwestem 
University, 1818 Hinman Avenue, Evar3ton, Illinois. 
$1.75 a copy. 

Six articles covering airport planning ani 
management, traffic control, financing and opers- 
tional problems, scheduling, route patterns, sales, 
public relations, and the jet craft itself. 





"Current Planning and Zoning Enabling Legisls- 
tion for Cities and Counties in the State of Missor 
ri," by W. G. Roeseler; and "Variances in Zoning,’ 
by Roger Arnebergh. The University of Kansas City 
Law Review, Summer Issue, 1956. University of Kar 
sas City Press, Kansas City 10, Missouri. $1.25. 





"Historic Town Keeping." Carl Feiss. Off- 
printed from Journal of the Society of Architec- 
tural Historians, December 1956, Graduate School 
of Business Administration, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville. 








"The Utilization of Alternative Populatia 
Forecasts in Planning," by H. V. Muhsam. Bullet 
of the Research Council of Israel, March-June 19%j 
p. 133. c/o The Hebrew University of Jerusalet, 
Jerusalem, Israel. 





ASPO Newsletie 


Air Law and Commerce, Spring 1956.5 
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PLANNING w-4o-s 


The Arlington County, Virginia, Planning Com- 
mission is discarding its policy of holding closed- 
door meetings on the county's 25-year master de- 
velopment plan. Future meetings will be open to 
the public. 




















A comprehensive regional plan for Baltimore 






ards and five surrounding counties has received a $100,000 
8 of federal grant from the Urban Renewal Administration. 





The Maryland State Planning Commission will head the 
planning work and the Baltimore Regional Planning 
Council, an unofficial omanization of the several 
planning agencies in the area, will serve as coor- 
dinating agency. 








Regional planning is under way in Medina, Por- 













ports tage and Summit Counties, Ohio -- an area of about 
Only 1,300 square miles including 28 cities and villages. 
1 are The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission will 
"ices prepare & comprehensive plan for the area and as- 





sist the communities with their planning problems. 






The New York Legislature has received a bill 
to set up & 15-member commission on urban growth, to 
make a $100,000 study of the governmental problems 










































letin, of the state's swelling suburban areas. The measure 

siety, was drafted by Frank C. Moore, President of the 

D. Gs Government Affairs Foundation. 

t," yy Plans have been completed for a complete branch 

1956; civic center in West Los Angeles, the first of its 

onsin, kind in the city. The center will serve more than 
300,000 residents and will include a branch city 
hall, county building, regional library, police 

lal Je station, and off-street parking for 250 cars. 

1956. & 

a During the year ended July 1956, values of 

Linois, farm land rose in all but six states, most of which 
are in the northern plains and mountain regions. 

ng ani The changes ranged from a 5 per cent decline in 

opere- Colorado to a 15 per cent increase in Florida. 

sales, Values declined in two other states -- Nebraska, 2 
per cent, and Kentucky, 1 per cent. The largest 
increases -- averaging 3 per cent -- occurred in 

egisla—® the southeastern and Delta states and in California. 

Missor 

oning, § CRISES IN THE SCHOOLS 

as City 

of Kar- "Today there are enrolled in our public schools 

$1.25. about 2,225,000 children in excess of the normal 





capacity of the buildings in use. . ." President 
Eisenhower said in a special message to Congress 
on school requirements. In calling for a four-year 
program to aid states and localities in education, 
the President said, "The number of pupils in pub- 
lic schools has increased by five and a half mil- 
lion in the past five years and will further in- 
crease by about six million in the next five years. 
We have already reached anall-time peak in enrol- 
ment in colleges and universities. Yet, in the 
next ten to 15 years, the number of young people 
Seeking higher education will double, perhaps triple." 
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SURVEY OF MEGALOPOLIS 


The urban area between Boston and Washington, 
D. C., the 600-mile seaboard urban settlement where 
about 30 million persons -- or nearly one-fifth of 
the total United States population -- live, will be 
surveyed under a project of the Twentieth Century 
Fund. Dr. Jean Gottman of France, a geographer, 
now with the Institute for Advanced Study at Prince- 
ton University and on leave as professor of political 
science at the University of Paris, will direct the 
survey. The objective is to find out how this form 
of urban development affects the recreation and 
work of those living there and to explore the im- 
plications of such a concentration for government 
and taxation. 





ELIMINATION OF NONCONFORMING USES 


A California court not long ago held that 
& nonconforming use may be eliminated within a 
reasonable period of time. While restating that 
principle, a California court in another decision, 
reviewed in the March ZONING DIGEST, held that 
@ nonconforming use may not be eliminated if 
the amortization period is unreasonable and the 
benefit to the community is smll. 

A Michigan decision reviewed in the March 
ZONING DIGEST is important because of a dis- 
senting opinion of two justices, which the 
editor believes correctly states the law. There 
is a long editorial comment on it by the editor 
of ZONING DIGEST. In another important zoning 
case, &@ court held that a zoning amendment 
requires planning commission recommendation. 
As a result of that decision, legislation has 
already been introduced in the Washington legis- 
lature to eliminate the need for planning com- 
mission approval. There are several decisions 
summarized that involve the effect of private 
restrictions upon zoning, and a decision holding 
that zoning cannot be used to reduce the value 
of property in an eminent domain proceeding. 

Twenty decisions are reviewed in this issue, 
most of them of major importance. ZONING DIGEST 
is available on an annual subscription basis. 
ASPO will give rates upon request. 














ERRATA 


There is & misprint in the prices of two of 
the books listed on p. 27 of the March NEWSLETTER. 
Correct prices are: 

THE CITY: $5.00 to ASPO members. 

CITIES OF LATIN AMERICA: $3.50 to ASPO members. 





ATTITUDES AND PRACTICES OF RESIDENTS CONCERNING DOWN- 
TOWN PROVIDENCE, listed on p. 8 of the January NEWS- 
LETTER, is available at $10.00 from the Greater Pro- 
vidence Chamber of Commerce, 36 Exchange Place, 
Providence. 





PERSONALS 


ROBERT Y. ADAMS is now associated with the American 
Gas and Electric Service Corparatim in New York city, 
as community planning specialist. He had been plan- 
ning director for Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


J. F. BOCHMER has been named project planner for 
Cape May County, New Jersey. Previously, he was with 
the Fairfax County, Virginia, Planning Commission. 


AL CAMPBELL is the new planning director for the 
Jefferson County planning agency, with offices at 
Golden, Colorado. His former position was as plan- 
ning director in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 


JAMES A. COX, formerly with the Cincinnati Planning 
Commission, is now working toward a master's degrec 
at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. 


GEORGE S. GATTER has been named planning director 
for the city of Monterey, California. He was staff 
director and resident representative in Washington, 
D. C. for Harold M. Lewis, consulting engineer. 


ROBERT LEROY ISAACSON has been appointed assistant 
director of the planning agency in Durham, North 
Carolina. He was a graduate student in city plan- 
ning at the University of North Carolina. 


W. DONEGAL JONES, senior planning assistant with the 
Tynemouth County Borough Council, Northumberland, 
United Kingdom, is now assistant director for the 
Evansville-Vanderburgh, Indiana, Regional Plan 
Commission. 


THORSTEN V. KALIJARVI, former director of the New 
Hampshire State Planning and Development Commis- 
sion, has been named by President Eisenhower to the 
newly created post of assistant secretary of state 
for economic affairs. 


ELI KYLAR, formerly with Urban Planning Associates 
of New Jersey and with George Raymond Associates of 
New York, has been appointed city planner with the 
City Planning Commission of Norwalk, Connecticut. 


EDWARD R. LOVERDE has been appointed director of 
planning for Niagara Falls, New York. He had been 
acting director since June 1956. 


WILLIAM H. LUDLOW is now director of planning for 
the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority. He was 
with the Bureau of Municipal Research and Pennsyl- 
vania Economy League in Philadelphia, specializing 
in planning and related activities. 


MATHEW PLATT, formerly with Parsons, Brinckerhoff, 
Hall and Macdonald in New York City, has joined the 
firm of Michael Baker, Jr., in Rochester, Pennsylvania 
as traffic engineer. 


JOHN N. PORTER, formerly planning director for the 
Clackamas County, Oregon planning commission, has 
been named planning director for the Spokane County 
Planning Commission. 
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ELMER ROSWELL COBURN, 59, director of the planning 
and research division of the Connecticut Develop- 
ment Commission, died March 18 after a three-month 
illness, in Newington, Connecticut. Mr. Coburn, 
who had been with the commission for 16 years, is 
credited with setting up the program of planning 
and zoning assistance to towns in the state. He 
formerly was manager of the Connecticut State Plan- 
ning Board and was a consultant on the New York 
regional plan. 


Word has been received of the death of CHARLES 
PRANARD, 78, president of the Confédération Francais 
pour L'Habitation et L'Urbanisme. Mr. Pranard was 
named deputy president of the International Feder- 
ation for Housing and Town Planning in 1954, after 
having served as vice-president and honorary sec- 
retary. He was largely responsible for drafting 
and securing passage of low-cost housing legisla- 
tion in France, beginning in 1906 when the French 
government first entered the field. In 1928 he was 
placed in charge of a national program to build 
300 ,000 low-cost houses in five years. Although 
retired since 1938, he retained an active interest 
in planning and housing and worked in both fields 
for more than half a century. 





ARTHUR L. SPENCER is now planning director for Su- 
nyvale, California. He was principal planner for the 
Hartford Commission on the City Plan. 


GEORGE R. VOLKER, assistant director of the Bureau 
of Planning, New York State Department of Commerce, 
is now planning director for Merced, California. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


New Towns Act, 1946 -- Reports of the Development 
Corporations for the Period Ended 31st March, 1955. 
British Information Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York 20. 1956. 450 pp., illus. $2.81. 

The combined annual reports of all new towns 
in Britain. Contains much valuable information. 








Annual Report 1955. Greater Winnipeg Metropolitan 
Planning Commission, 301 Mitchell-Copp Building, 
334 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, Canada. 1956. 


Annual Report 1956: Lower Mainland Regional Plan- 
ning Board of British Columbia, 624 Columbia Street, 
New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada. 1956. 


Annual Report 1956. Middlesex County Planning Board, 
Record Building, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 1956 


City Planning Commission, 
1956. 


Rebuilding Providence 1955 -- Eighth Annual Report, 
Providence Redevelopment Agency, Suite 103, City 
Hall, Providence. 1956. 


Annual Report 1956. Spokane County Planning Comis- 
Sim, County Courthouse, Spokane 1, Washington. 195 











Annual Report 1955-1956. 
Room 207, City Hall, Pasadena. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 








Airports Act Held Constitutional. 
Airports Act Sustained. 

State of Minnesota ex rel. Anoka County Airtbort 
Protest Committee v. Minneatolis—St. Paul Metrotoli- 
tan Airtports Commission, Supreme Court of Minnesota, 
Seot. 11, 1956, reh. den. Oct. 3, 1956, 78 N.W.2d 722. 

The Minnesota legislature in 1943 adopted an 
act providing for the creation of a metropolitan 
airports commission having jurisdiction over air- 
ports in the area comprising contiguous cities of 
the first class in an area 25 miles from the city 
hall of either of such cities. A metropolitan air- 
ports commission was created as a public corporation 
to serve the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. The 
commission owns and operates Wold-Chamberlain field 
in Minneapolis and Holman field in St. Paul. Wold- 
Chamberlain field is the mjor airport for the metro- 
politan area. 

In 1950 the commission decided to acquire another 
airport, situated in Anoka County, consisting of 1,200 
acres of land. Most of the 1,200 acres have been 
acquired by the commission and the commission has 
constructed a secondary airport thereon. 

The National Guard, which had been operating 
out of Holman field, asked for permission to operate 
out of the Anoka County airport. This permission 
was granted and the commission took steps to enlarge 
the airport. The National Guard will operate jet 
planes from the field. 

It was contended by relator that inasmuch as 
the residents of Anoka County have no representa- 
tion on the board of the metropolitan airports com- 
mission, they have been deprived of their rights 
under the constitution, and that consequently the 
act creating the metropolitan airports commission 
is unconstitutional. It was further contended that 
the act constitutes special legislation. 

The court, in upholding the constitutionality 
of the act, pointed out that the legislature in the 
same session authorized cities to acquire lands for 
airport purposes outside of their limits. Thus, under 
such act, residents outside of the city limits would 
have no control over such acquisition. The court 
said that this was a legislative matter, and that 
if the property owners of Anoka County believed 
that they had inadequate representatim, the complaint 
should be taken to the legislature. 

There was considerable discussion about the 
noise factor and its effect upon surrounding prop- 
erty. The court said, "The effect which faster 
and larger aircraft will have on the property of 
those who occupy the land below the flight pattern 
should not be overlooked, but at the same time we 
must mike some allowance for the inconveniences in- 
herent in modern living. Many modern innovations 
have been the cause of some loss of the tranquility 
of primitive life. Railroads, streetcars, auto- 
mobiles, large transport trucks, and now aircraft 
all bring with them problems of safety, noise, nui- 
sance, and many other problems and a necessary ad- 
justment between the rights of those engaged in 
said traffic and the rights of those who own and 
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occupy property adjacent to or near the scene of 
such activity. If we are to live in a modern society 
we must be prepared to make such adjustments, and 
it is oly by striving for a fair adjustment between 
nuisance and convenience that all may obtain the 
greatest benefit of such progress." 


Subdivision: 
Held Valid. 

Lake Intervale Homes, Inc. vs. Townshit of 
Parsibtpany-Troy Hills, Subertor Court of New Jersey, 
Dec. 20, 1956, 128 A.2d 300. 

Plaintiff sued the township of Parsippany-Troy 
Hills to recover the cost of water mains that it 
installed to serve houses it constructed in the 
township. Plaintiff claimed that the township had 
no right to insist upon the installation of the 
water mains and that plaintiff had acted under 
duress. Plaintiff claimed that there was no authority 
to insist upo the installation of water mins where 
the water system was owned by the township. Plain- 
tiff cited two appellate decisions involving a 
similar problem. 

Defendant pointed out that since the decisions 
had been rendered, the municipal planning act had 
been adopted in 1953, which authorizes a mmicipality 
to adopt subdivision regulations and to require the 
installation of water mains. 

The court said that in its opinion the two cited 
cases (decided before the 1953 act) are not conclusive 
authority on the issue. In neither of them was there 
the slightest indication that the municipal ordi- 
nances involved were subdivision regulation ordi- 
nances adopted pursuant to and under the authority 
of the then planning act. "The inference is quite 
to the contrary." The court said that the provisions 
of the plannirg act control whether the supplier of 
the water is governmental or private. 

The court did not, however, decide whether in 
the present situation plaintiff came under the pro- 
visions of the subdivision regulation ordinance. 
This was a matter to be decided at a later trial. 


Requirement for Installation of Water 





Subdivision: Public Improvements May Be Required. 


SE-Frank Developers, Inc. vs. Gibson, Subreme 
Court, Suffolk County, Oct. 8, 1956, 157 NeY¥eS.2d 
812. 

The planning board of the town of Islip denied 
approval of a plan for a subdivision submitted by 
petitioner. The disapproval was based on the fact 
that petitioner did not propose to install water 
mains or stabilized surface on a new road running 
through the subdivision, as required by the regula- 
tions of the towm of Islip. Petitioner asserted he 
was led to believe that these requirements would be 
waived as a result of several discussions concerning 
the matter with an employee of the town of Islip. 

The court upheld the action of the planning 
board, saying that no preliminary approval of the 
plat was ever obtained, and saying further, that no 
employee of the town had the power to commit the 
board to a waiver of the requirements. 








planners library 





COUNTER-ATTACK AGAINST SUBTOPIA. Ian Nairn. Arch- 
itectural Press Ltd., London. 1957. Approx. 85 
pp., illus. Available from ASPO. $1.75 to ASPO 
members; $2.25 to others. 

This is the sequel to the indictment of Sub- 
topia made in Outrage (March NEWSLETTER, p. 27). 
It provides arguments, examples of the right way to 
do things, and a plan of action. 

Mr. Nairn's thesis is that "the basic divisions 
between types of environment" should be kept "each 
true to itself and distinct from its neighbours.” 
Thus: "The only real guarantee of unspoilt coun- 
tryside is a set of tightly planned towns: and, 
conversely, a green countryside that can be made to 
stay green is a guarantee that our towns will be 
properly redeveloped." 

Mr. Nairn is not a mincer of words. He has a 
sure knowledge of where to stick the verbal stiletto 
and, in writing these days, such clarity and force- 
fulness are rare enough to make up for the occasional 
unfair bias. There are 40 pages of photographs and 
drawings showing precisely what Mr. Nairn and his 
associates consider good visual planning. The book 
furnishes so much and such powerful ammunition that 
the law of averages should guarantee hitting some 
bull's-eyes. (FR) 


CHANGES AHEAD IN CITY AND SUBURBAN LIVING. 
York Times, Times Square, New York. 1957. 
illus. 5 cents. 

A reprint of a survey appearing in The New York 
Times from January 27 to February 3. 
the newspaper's reporters examine problems emerging 
from urban growth, with special attention to traf- 
fic, suburban schools, urban redevelopment, and 
metropolitan government. Discusses what is being 
done to meet such problems in Miami, Toronto, St. 
Louis, Los Angeles, Stockholm, and London. 


The New 
PP-y 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES -- A Bibliography. Govern- 
ment Affairs Foundation, Inc. Available from Public 
Administration Service, 1313 East 60th Street, 
Chicago 37. 1956. 392 pp. $10. 

A remarkable compilation of some 5,120 entries, 
briefly annotated. Prepared under the general 
direction of Victor Jones. Includes just about 
every aspect of the metropolitan problem, and in- 
cludes material published up to September 1955. (DOH) 


PROCEEDINGS -- NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON METROPOLITAN 
PROBLEMS. Government Affairs Foundation, Inc., 
22 West 55th Street, New York 19. 1957. 99 pp. 
Free. 


THE HOLLYWOOD PIAN. Neno John Spagna, Director of 
Planning, City Hall, Hollywood, Florida. 1957. 
42 pp., illus. $1.50. 

A simply written and clearly illustrated little 
primer for small town officials and planning boards. 


LAND FOR INDUSTRY IN RHODE ISIAND. Office of the 


Planning Division, Roam 321, State House, Providence 
3. 1956. Unpaged, illus. 


40 


In 13 articles, 


Publications listed on this page are available from 
the publishers; not from ASPO. They represent only a 
fraction of the more than 600 that ASPO gets monthly. 
PLANNING FACILITIES FOR HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDICATION, 
AND RECREATION. Athletic Institute, Inc., 209 South 
State Street, Chicago 4. Revised edition, 1956, 
154 pp., illus. $2.50. 

Like the first edition, this book is one of 
the handiest references a planner could find on his 
library shelf. A number of specialists in recrea- 
tion and related fields have worked on it. Some of 
the topics included are athletics, gymmasiums, health 
suites, park-school facilities, recreation build- 
ings, camps, stadiums and field houses, and swin- 
ming pools. The information it contains is both 
comprehensive and detailed. (MM) 


STATE PROGRAMS FOR THE AGING -- A Review of the 
Problem and of Recent Action in the States. Council 
of State Governments, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago 
37. 1956. 53 pp. $1.50. 

Covers what the states have done recently in 
programs and legislation towards solving problem 
of employment, incame, housing, health and welfare, 
education and recreation, and research and train- 
ing for the aged. 


A BC's OF URBAN RENEWAL. Urban Renewal Division, 
Seare, Roebuck and Company, Executive Offices, 
Chicago 7. 1957. 25 pp., illus. Free. 

This booklet explains how the resources of fed- 
eral, state and municipal governments can best be 
utilized in carrying out local programs. It also 
describes the manner in which citizens can effec- 
tively support local urban renewal programs. 


ORGANIZATION OF BLOCK GROUPS FOR NEIGHBORHOOD IM 
PROVEMENT -- The Hyde Park-Kenwood Community Con- 
ference. ACTION, Box 462, Radio City Station, Ne 
York 20. 1956. 16 pp. 40 cents. 

How @ neighborhood citizens group organized 
and has sparked and led a program of urban redevel- 
opment and renewal on Chicago's south side, turnig 
the tide of the area from slums to rehabilitatia, 


GOVERNMENT CENTER STUDY -- A Preliminary Report. 
Boston City Planning Board, 1101 City Hall Anneq, 
Boston 8. 1956. 8 pp., illus. 


MASTER PLAN FOR THE LOCATION OF FIRE STATIONS. City 
Plan Cammissim, 15th Floor, City Hall, Kansas City 6, 
Missouri. 1955. 30 pp., illus. $1.50. 


ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF LAND USE AND GOVERNMENTAL 
SERVICES -- Saline Commmity Area. Washtenaw Cou 
Planning Commission, County Building, Ann Arba, 
Michigan. 1956. 8% pp. 


PARKS, PARKWAYS, RECREATION AREAS -- Master Pla 


Report, Kansas City North. City Plan Commissi@ 
15th Floor, City Hall, Kansas City 6, Missourl. 
1956. 63 pp., illus. $2.50. 
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